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Estimated National Rates of Preterm Birth in 2010
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.15 million preterm births every
year and rising

1.1 million babies die from
preterm birth complications

>60% of preterm births occur
in sub-Saharan Africa and
South Asia

5 to 18% is the range of
preterm birth rates (per 1,000
live births) across 184 countries
of the world

75% of deaths of premature
babies could be prevented with
feasible, cost-effective care

Born Too Soon provides the first-ever national, regional
and global estimates of preterm birth. The report is a joint
effort of over 40 organizations in support of Every Woman
Every Child and proposes actions for policy, programs
and research that, if acted upon, will substantially
reduce the toll of preterm birth, especially in high-
burden countries. Prevention of preterm birth must be
accelerated through strategic investments in innovation
and research. Premature babies can be saved now with
cost-effective care. By working together, governments,
donors, UN and other multilaterals, civil society, business
community, health care professionals and researchers
can reduce preterm births and improve the care of
premature babies, stimulating progress towards the

goal of halving deaths due to preterm birth by 2025.

Everyone has a role to play — to reach every woman,

every newborn, every child.
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11. E’rhiopio . < 10 preterm births per 100 live births

12. United Republic of Tanzania No data
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not be full agreement.
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Work on this report has been done in partnership with over 40 organizations worldwide.
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Highest Rates of preterm births - greater than 15 preterm births per 100 live births

High Rates of praterm hirths - between 10-15 preterm births per 100 live births

Moderate to Lower Rates of preterm births - less than 10 preterm births per 100 live births

Data sources:

Live births and necnatal deaths from LUNICEF, WHO, The Warld Bank, the United Natlons Population Divislon. Levels and Trends
in Child Mortality, Report 2011. UNIGEF, 2011,

Preterm birth rate and estimated annual % change from Blencowe, H., Cousens, 3., Oestergaard, M., Cnou, D., Moller, A. B.,

et al. (2012}, National, regional and worldwide estimates of preterm birth rates in the year 2010 with time trends for selectad
countries since 1990: a sy | lysis. E: undetaken for CHERG/WHO.

Percentage of births in health tacilities from UNIGEF. 2012. State of the World's Children 2012, New York: UNICEF,

Deaths from complications of preterm birth calculated wusing data from Liu, L., Johnsen, H. L., Cousens, 5., Perin, J., Scott, 8.,
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Motes:

1. Countries with less than 1,000 births are excluded from this list (Anderra, Cook Islands, Monace, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Saint
Kitts and MNevis, San Maring, and Tuvalu).

2. Preterm birth trend estimates provided for only the 85 countries in MDG Developed Reglon with =10,000 births per year.

3. All numbers are rounded to the nearest 100 and where below 100, no number is provided.

4. Estimated annual % change in preterm birth rates between -0.3% and 0.3% are indicated as “no change".



