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Child Health Now Tweetbank
Find below a selection of pre-written tweets to accompany the previously circulated social media pack for the Close the Gap mobilisation.
These tweets are for use by all and can be adapted to promote child health messaging in your contexts – for the purpose of the Close the Gap mobilisation we ask that all offices use the hashtag #ClosetheGap in order to promote the message and generate conversation.
For continuous updates and for posting your own tweets please use @ChildHealthNow @WorldVision and/or @WorldVisionUN. We also recommend following our partners @GAVIAlliance for technical and inspirational tweets.
For new child health news stories being posted do monitor: http://www.childhealthnow.org/news
For actions related to the Close the Gap mobilisation please direct to http://www.childhealthnow.org/closethgap

Close the Gap:
· Since 2000, the world has seen amazing progress in saving the lives of children. But there is still work to do. Help us #ClosetheGap. 
· Join us and become a #Gapcloser - let's call on world governments to #Closethegap between rich and poor by investing in the most vulnerable. 
· The #MDGs have been equity-blind; the poorest and most marginalised children have been overlooked by health-efforts. 
· Marginalised children are excluded from essential health services. They often do not #Survive5. Inequality kills.  
· The UNGA is a critical moment in the process towards 2015 MDGs. Lets raise our voices to show leaders that we must not lose sight of the ‘unfinished business’ of the MDGs. 
· “The world is at a critical juncture in the effort to achieve lasting progress on child mortality - #MDG's 2015" RT to Support #Closethegap
· The no. of children under 5 dying each year has reduced from 12m to under 7m in the past 2 decades #progress? We still need to #Closethegap!
· 4.4m children died in 2011 from pneumonia, diarrhoea, malaria, birth complications & infections #preventable, #treatable & #heartbreaking
· In 2011 4.4m children died from preventable or treatable conditions like diarrhoea. Solutions are known & cost effective #withinreach #MDG's
· The Lancet claims- child deaths from diarrhoea could be eradicated by 2025 http://goo.gl/PDDEu #MDG's are #WithinReach RT to #CloseTheGap
· The majority of children dying of preventable causes are from the poorest & most marginalised communities - but they are still #WithinReach
· Goal: To engage & empower families / communities to become the front-line in preventing & treating child health issues. #MDG's #WithinReach
· @WorldVision #PreventingChildDeaths 1/4: Community health worker home visits providing information & education to promote healthy behaviours
·  @WorldVision #PreventingChildDeaths 2/4: Community case management of childhood pneumonia, diarrhoea, malaria & neonatal infections.
·  @WorldVision #PreventingChildDeaths 3/4: Mothers’ groups focused on support & education for pregnant women & new mothers.
·  @WorldVision #PreventingChildDeaths 4/4: Accountability & collective community action (advocacy) for better health services. 
· RT: Governments could #EndPreventableChildDeaths by: reviewing & revising national health policies to ensure focus on children most in need.
· RT: Governments could #EndPreventableChildDeaths by: Integrating trained & equipped community health workers into the health system.
· RT: Governments could #EndPreventableChildDeaths by: Increasing investment in community health workers, case management & mothers’ groups.
· RT: Governments could #EndPreventableChildDeaths by: Empowering communities in the planning, delivery & review of health services. 
· #MDG's are #WithinReach - Don't stop now! RT to call governments to maintain momentum & reduce child deaths by two-thirds. #Closethegap 
· #MDG's are #WithinReach - Why stop there? RT to call governments to increase momentum & go beyond target & #endALLpreventableChildDeaths!
Child Health statistics:
· Each year 2.8 million children under 5 die from undernutrition. Scaling up spending on simple proven interventions can help stop this.
· More than 7,500 children under the age of 5 die every day as a result of undernutrition
· Women make up just over half the world’s population but over 60% of the world’s hungry people
· Investing in nutrition can increase national GDP by 2-3%
· 5 of the top 10 most cost-effective solutions for development focus on improving nutrition
· Less than 40% of babies in the developing world are exclusively breastfed
· 1 in 3 children in the developing world are stunted
· The return on investments for nutrition can be as high as 39 to 1
· A child’s first 1,000 days determine the course of their life
· Only one third of children under six months in developing countries are exclusively breastfed
· Just $42 per family can stop child undernutrition before its starts.
· A nutrition package that would reach 90% of stunted children in the 36 highest burden countries would cost $11.8 billion 
· $11.8 billion to implement 13 interventions in countries that account for 90% of undernourished children
· The same 5 countries represent over half the world’s stunted and underweight children: India, China, Nigeria, Pakistan and Bangladesh
· Children born in the poorest households in Africa & Asia are twice as likely to be underweight at birth than those in the richest households
· In India over 36 million children live in the poorest 20% of the population this is more than any other country
· In Peru children in the poorest households are 11 times more likely to be stunted than those in the richest households
· In Peru stunted children in rural areas outnumber those in urban areas by more than 3 to 1
· In all regions of the world, children living in rural areas and children in the poorest 20% of households are more likely to be stunted
· Ensuring that children receive zinc supplements could save 350,000 lives a year
· 1 million babies’ lives could be saved if all mothers were encouraged and supported to exclusively breastfeed for the first 6 months of life
· Government leadership has led to improved breastfeeding rates and vitamin A supplementation
· Deaths due to severe malnutrition were reduced by 2% in a year
· Ghana and Ethiopia are seeing improvements in health due to their investment in community health workers
· Did you know: The number of under 5 deaths worldwide has dropped from nearly 12 million in 1990 to <7 million in 2011 #changeispossible
· Did you know: There are 14,000 fewer children dying each day than two decades ago #changeispossible Get involved http://bit.ly/1UKK0G 
· Since 2000 the number of children in Africa under 5 sleeping under mosquito nets has risen 36% #changeispossible #Survive5
· In the past 22 years the no. of children dying before five has fallen from 12 million to almost 7 million– a 42% reduction #changeispossible
· Did you know: 1 in 4 of all children under the age of 5 are stunted from undernutrition, preventing them from reaching their full potential 
· Did you know: Globally half of all under-five deaths occur in just 5 countries - India, Nigeria, DRC, Pakistan, China
· Around 2.4 billion people - more than a third of the world’s population – currently have no access to a basic health facility.
· One of the major causes of poor health facilities is lack of money. Countries with weak economies are can’t invest enough in health systems
· Since 1990 the global maternal mortality rate has fallen by almost half – But too many women are still dying.
· Children born into the poorest 20% of the population are almost 2X as likely to die as those born in the richest 20% #addressthebalance http://bit.ly/1UKK0G
· For children who survive past their 1st month, pneumonia, diarrhoea & malaria are the main threats to survival - Help all children #Survive5
· Babies who aren't breastfed are 11 times more likely to die of diarrhoea than those who are exclusively breastfed [Poss gift cat link]
· 8 of the 10 countries with the highest under-five child mortality rate are either affected by conflict, violence or unstable situations
· 40% of under-five child deaths worldwide occur during the first month of life. Help all children #Survive5 http://bit.ly/1UKK0G
· Infectious diseases like diarrhoea &malaria account for almost two-thirds of under5 deaths #unacceptable Help stop this http://bit.ly/1UKK0G
· Children who die from infectious diseases are the poorest & most vulnerable lacking access to good nutrition & cheap life-saving treatment 
· Worldwide undernutrition is behind more than one-third of all under-five deaths – hunger has no place in this world. http://bit.ly/1UKK0G
· 165 million children worldwide (1 in 4 of all children under 5) are stunted from undernutrition, preventing them from reaching their full potential. 
· The maternal mortality rate in sub-Saharan Africa is 1 in 39, compared with 1 in 4,700 in wealthy countries. #Starkcontrast
· Better and more equal access to essential pre and postnatal care is needed to reduce the world’s maternal mortality rate.
· While progress is happening without urgent action there will be more than 100 million preventable child deaths between now and 2035 http://bit.ly/1UKK0G
· We can cut child deaths from 7 mill to 2 mill per year if families had the knowledge & tools to keep their children healthy
· We can cut child deaths from 7 mill to 2 mill per year if families had support of local people trained & funded to provide basic health care
· We can cut child deaths from 7 mill to 2 mill per year if families had backup of professionally staffed primary health services
· Child lives have been saved by concerted effort by countries & international bodies to improve child survival.
Nutrition:
· #Malnutrition threatens life, stunts growth and has a lasting impact on earnings’ - Food and Agriculture Organization. #nutrition4growth
· The right nutrients in the first years of life is not only a matter of life and death...it’s a determinant of future life chances #nutrition
· With a strong final push, the #MDG’s objective of halving #hunger by 2015 is within reach. @childhealthnow
· Tackling #malnutrition requires leadership at the highest levels, and unprecedented cooperation among various ministries and partners.
· Chronic malnutrition undermines a country’s productive population and its chances for economic growth, as well as storing up potentially catastrophic costs in health care. 
· A dollar investment in nutrition intervention can yield up to USD $30 in return. 
· Global reduction in #malnutrition has stalled- undermined by global food, fuel and economic crises but also by #conflict and #unrest  
· Without action, years of progress and generations of children risk being left behind. #malnutrition @G8UK 
· Parts of sub-Saharan Africa and south Asia are seeing reversals of earlier gains for #nutrition #fragilenothelpless 
· #G8 donors have shown increasing interest in the problems of #hunger & #nutrition 
· Fragile and conflict-affected states suffer some of the worst rates of acute and chronic #undernutrition in the world. #fragilenothelpless 
Within Reach – community based approach
· The overlooked strategy that is key to keeping children healthy: empowering families in taking control of their own #health 
· Families and communities can be front-line health workers for #childhealth and survival 
· Power in their hands: Proven community-based strategies which can improve #childhealth 
· The empowerment of communities through women’s groups has been an important way to address #maternalhealth and #childhealth. 
· Families and communities should feel empowered to raise their voices about their right to quality #healthcare 
· Communities are using citizen voice and action to identify patterns of government failure across entire regions and countries. #empowerment #health
· Shout out to #Nepal: on track to meet MDGs 4&5 and a leader in the implementation of community-based programming for #childhealth (need link here) 
· Communities are not passive recipients of health services. They are active participants in their own health care. 
· In the final push to meet the MDGs, we cannot leave the most poor and marginalised communities until last. 
Partner tweets – special thanks to @GAVIAlliance
· Since 2000, our partner @GAVIAlliance has contributed to the immunisation of an additional 370M children. http://bit.ly/12bj6Rt
· Did you know that by the end of 2012, 5M children have been vaccinated against rotavirus w/ @GAVIAlliance support? http://bit.ly/LYQNzf
· By the end of 2012, an estimated 10M kids have been immunised vs. pneumococcal disease w/ @GAVIAlliance support. http://bit.ly/10YAHMe
· Did u know that 1 in 5 of all children who die #under-5 lose their lives to #vaccine-preventable diseases? http://bit.ly/16Zvo2o
· Did you know that pneumonia & diarrhoea account for 30% of child deaths in low-income countries? http://bit.ly/16Zvo2o
· Did you know that >22M children remain unimmunised in the world each year? http://bit.ly/16Zvo2o
Faith-based Tweets
· ‘Open your mouth...defend the rights of the poor and needy’ Proverbs. 31:9. Advocate for #childhealth #survive5
· ‘Seek justice, correct oppression’ Isaiah 1:17. Support @Childhealthnow campaign to stop preventable deaths of children. 
· ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep’ Romans 12:15. We have a role to play in ending preventable child deaths.  
· Do justice & deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed Jeremiah22:3 #malnutrition robs children of their full potential 
· ‘Do justice & love kindness’ Micah 6:8.You can play a role to play in saving lives of children under 
Child Health quotes:
· Putting children, families and communities at the heart of efforts to scale up nutrition.
· World Vision are helping women learn about and seek out antenatal care in order to set a good foundation for their baby’s nutrition
· Nutrition starts with a well-nourished mother who is able to eat enough locally available foods
· Nursing mothers need a steady supply of nutritious food to continue exclusive breastfeeding
· World Vision are helping provide caregivers who know the right quality and quantity of foods to give to children to help reduce stunting
· World Vision are helping Mother’s support groups to provide good nutrition counselling, including breastfeeding knowledge and practices
· World Vision are helping health workers provide counselling to prevent disease, along with crucial training & supervision of mother’s support groups
· Nutrition for life essential tip 1: Parents need to be empowered with knowledge about nutritious food and good child care practices
· Nutrition for life essential tip 2: Children and families need uninterrupted access to enough food of the right kinds
· Nutrition for life essential tip 3: Children need the involvement caregivers in the big & small decisions that affect their nutrition & health
· Nutrition for life essential tip 4: Extending the reach of health services to families & communities is vital for improved health & nutrition

Inspirational quotes:
· God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. Reinhold Niebuhr 
· Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek. Barack Obama 
· You must be the change you wish to see in the world. Mahatma Gandhi 
· Believe you can and you're halfway there. Theodore Roosevelt 
· First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win. Mahatma Gandhi 
· A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of history. Mahatma Gandhi 
· Change does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but comes through continuous struggle. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
· Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
· If you think you’re too small to make a difference try sleeping in the same room as a mosquito. Dalai Lama
· Never doubt that a small group of individuals can change the world. Indeed they are the only thing that ever has. Margaret Mead.
· I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to crest many ripples. Mother Teresa
· Let our hearts be broken by the things that break the heart of God. Bob Pearce, World Vision founder.
· We must all work together to see progress in the fight against undernutrition and its contribution to millions of preventable child deaths Kevin Jenkins

Acronym busting
· #WHO –World Health Organisation –part of the UN leads on global health matters, shape research &gives technical support #acronymbusting
· #WFP –World Food Programme –part of the UN works to get food to where it’s needed & give assistance to >90 million people #acronymbusting
· #PMNCH –Partnership for Maternal Newborn & Child Health –global alliance to ensure all women & children are healthy & thrive #acronymbusting
· #EWEC – Every Woman Every Child – a $40 billion initiative in 2010 to save 16 million lives by 2015 #Acronymbusting
· #UNGA – United Nations General Assembly - annual meeting of all 193 UN countries debating global issues e.g. poverty #acronymbusting
· #MDGs – Millennium Development Goals – the 8 goals set in 2000 to half extreme poverty by 2015 #acronymbusting
· #UNSG – UN Secretary General – Ban Ki-Moon, head of the United Nations #Acronymbusting 
· #CIDA – Canadian International Development Agency – the Canadian body of govt responsible for overseas & support #acronymbusting
· #DFID – Department for International Development – the UK body of government responsible for overseas aid and support #acronymbusting
· #SUN – Scaling up Nutrition movement
· #USAID –United States Agency for International Development –the US body of government responsible for overseas aid & support #acronymbusting
· Health system – is the way health services are provided. Inc. buildings, infrastructure, trained staff, equipment & supplies of medicine. 
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